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     Discipleship, Generosity, and remembering 
our Baptisms emerged as strong themes for this 
heartening time of being among the believers of the 
Exodus Presbyterian Church - India. The leaders were 
eager to learn as they demonstrated dedication to and 
compassion for the people struggling to find ways to 
survive beyond their repressive outcaste culture. 
     While worshiping in the village of Shringirampur, I 
met a fourth-grader heading for a non-Christian school 
following his education in the ministry’s village 
school. His family wanted him nearby to help them 
daily. As we shared about education in the ministry’s 
residential school where he would live in a Christian 
environment and study with the goal of college and a 
respectable job, he became interested. He stood up to 
state that he wanted to come to the ministry school. 
Sadly, I just learned that the family refused the young 
boy’s request to study with the ministry this year.

     It is not easy to change, but God calls all of us to step into the discomfort of living beyond one’s limited 
human expectations. Christian village families still exist in deep poverty within the Dalit (outcaste) confines 
of India. They must take enormously uncomfortable steps to escape their cultural prison. Change takes time, 
hard work, and courage. The possibilities of a new life are becoming progressively more difficult as hard-line 
Hindus increase their presence in powerful positions, pledging to return all Indians to Hinduism. In their rising 
nationalistic thrust, Christianity and Islam are foreign, unwanted religions.
     Jesus Christ is the way out of the ancient brokenness of untouchability. To all, equally, Jesus opens true 
salvation for now and for eternity. “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” John 14:27c (NIV)     

Children exit the buses and sing on their 2nd school 
day in Dugraiya, Budaun District. Uniforms were 
ready for previous students. New children who show 
they can stay in school will receive uniforms later.

Witnessing Ministries of Christ Treasurer, Allan 
Knepper, engages the group of pastors and teachers on 
the subject of generosity. His counsel on finances with 
the top leadership was invaluable as he discussed with 
them the business of running the ministry.

    1. Pray for the months ahead. I witness a ministry united in Christ that rejects over-whelming oppression as 
they embrace the loving Family of Faith to which the Trinity guides us when we are willing.
    2. Pray for the pastor-couples in training we met. 
Out of 21 couples that began the process of interview 
last October, 15 decided to come to training, 6 arrived 
to begin training, and 5 remain in ministry today. The 
fallout speaks to the commitment that is required of 
pastors who do this ministry well. 
     3. Pray for the children who began school on July 
3rd. It was my joy to witness the teachers and principals 
share last year’s experiences and their hopes for this 
year. These children are guided by the inspiring hearts 
and hands of Christians who empathize with them. Their 
teachers are earnestly working for each child’s success.
     4. Thanksgiving for your faithful prayers during 
our trip to India. We travelers listened well and were 
listened to. The Christians deeply inspired us as much or 
more as we inspired them. As one body of believers, we 
thoroughly communicated our combined Christian Joy.


